
COMMENCEMENT
N O V A  S O U T H E A S T E R N  U N I V E R S I T Y



HISTORY OF THE MACE

During the Middle Ages, the mace was an effective 
weapon in battle and also was displayed as a symbol 
to command order during royal gatherings, religious 
ceremonies, and university classes. As newer and 
more powerful military arms were created, however, 
the mace progressed into a symbol of authority  
and, today, is frequently used to lead religious and 
academic processions.

The mace was originally a wooden staff carried by  
royal messengers as a symbol to preserve order  
and usher royal functions. The early wooden staff of 
such royal messengers or lead ushers of ceremonial 
processions was transformed in the 14th century into 
an elaborate sterling silver mace. Eventually, in the 
15th century, it evolved into a symbol of academic 
excellence and dignity.

NSU’S MACE

Before its merger in 1994 with Southeastern 
University of the Health Sciences, Nova University’s 
mace bore a sterling silver “nova star” symbolizing 
the university’s name and mission. Symbolically, Nova 
University’s “nova star” burned brightly, providing 
educational enlightenment to the world. Today, a 
new sterling silver mace highlights the past, present, 
and future through the inclusion of the original “nova 
star” representing the university’s past, surrounding 
the NSU seal. When not in official use, the mace is 
displayed in the rotunda of the William and Norma 
Horvitz Administration Building. 

In Latin, “nova” means new or innovative. Nova  
Southeastern University was created to be an  
innovative educational institution—to take the best  
of traditional education from the past and mold it to 
fit the needs of students for today and tomorrow.

THE NOVA 
SOUTHEASTERN 
UNIVERSITY 
MACE

Dear Graduates,

Allow me to add my congratulations on your graduation 

from Nova Southeastern University.

You can feel proud, as we do, that you walk this stage to 

receive your degree from a world-class, R1 research 

university that prepares our students for purposeful 

careers while fostering innovation, opportunity, and 

community service. 

Personally, I believe the pursuit and successful 

achievement of higher education is one of life’s most 

transformative journeys.

Today, I am sure that you are eager to step forward 

toward your own next chapter, ready to seek your own 

greater horizons. We celebrate you, your family, and your 

future success.

You are what excellence looks like.

 

Harry K. Moon, M.D., FACS, FRCSEd

President and Chief Executive Officer

Nova Southeastern University
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for NSU Health

Meline Kevorkian, Ed.D.  
Senior Vice President for Academic 
Affairs and Associate Provost 
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Vice President for Advancement and 
Community Relations 

Stacy Peña-Villalobos, Ed.D.  
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Ryan Romero, M.S.  
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Kelley Shanley, M.B.A.  
Interim Executive Director,  
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Alyson Silva, M.AC., CPA  
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Barry E. Somerstein, J.D.  
Vice President for Legal Affairs  
and General Counsel

Saul Sztam, Ed.D.  
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Student Affairs

Renee Venezia, Ed.D., SPHR  
Vice President for  
Human Resources

Thomas West, M.B.A.  
Vice President for Information 
Technologies and  
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Student-Centered

Academic Excellence

Scholarship and Research

Innovation

Opportunity

Community

Diversity

Integrity

CORE VALUES
Enhance Nova Southeastern University’s reputation as a leading professional-dominant, 
doctoral research university providing competitive career advantages to our students 
and fostering alumni and partnership connections.

NSU’S VISION

NSU’S MISSION

The mission of Nova Southeastern University—a selective, doctoral research university—
is to deliver leading academic programs in a dynamic, innovative environment. We 
foster academic excellence, leadership, integrity, and scientific, economic, and 
community contributions through engaging and empowering our students, faculty, staff, 
alumni, and partners.

Steven J. Halmos
Carol Harrison Kalagher
Milton L. Jones, Jr.
Barbara Trebbi Landry
Alan B. Levan
Albert J. Miniaci
Anthony N. Ottaviani, D.O., M.P.H.,  
	 MACOI, FCCP
Kiran C. Patel, M.D.
Martin R. Press, Esq.
Paul M. Sallarulo
Michelle Howland Sussman

J. Kenneth Tate
Zachariah P. Zachariah, M.D.
Michael J. Zager
 
Trustee Emeriti
Ronald G. Assaf
H. Wayne Huizenga*
Mike Jackson
Nell McMillan Lewis, Ed.D.
George I. Platt, Esq. 

* in memoriam

UNIVERSITY SENIOR ADMINISTRATORS
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2025C O M M E N C E M E N T
GRADUATE 

CEREMONY SCHEDULE
Graduate Degrees

August 15, 2025, at 9:30 a.m..............................................4

Dr. Kiran C. Patel College of Allopathic Medicine’s 
Dr. Pallavi Patel School of Health Sciences 
(AA, except AA—Denver, and PA)...........................................5

August 15, 2025, at 3:00 p.m..............................................8

Dr. Kiran C. Patel College of Allopathic Medicine’s  
Dr. Pallavi Patel School of Health Sciences 
(Health Sciences).......................................................................... 9

Dr. Kiran C. Patel College of Osteopathic Medicine’s 
Dr. Pallavi Patel School of Rehabilitative Sciences 
(OT and SLP).................................................................................. 9

Ron and Kathy Assaf College of Nursing............................10

Please scan the QR code for the most current list of graduates 
for this program. If your name does not appear on the digital 
version, please email commencement@nova.edu.
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Processional.................................................................................................................... Crown Imperial by Walton

Presiding Officer............................................................................................................ �Harry K. Moon, M.D., FACS, FRCSEd,  
President and Chief Executive Officer

NSU ROTC Contingent Presentation of the Colors

National Emblem March (Trio) by E. E. Bagley, arr. Cavanaugh

The Star-Spangled Banner by Key/Smith

Convening the Commencement

Grand Marshal................................................................................................................ �Jackie Hinckley, Ph.D., CCC-SLP, Dr. Kiran C. Patel College of  
Osteopathic Medicine’s Dr. Pallavi Patel School of  
Rehabilitative Sciences

Welcome and Introductions...................................................................................... �Ronald J. Chenail, Ph.D., Executive Vice President, Provost,  
and Chief Academic Officer

Dr. Kiran C. Patel College of Allopathic Medicine’s  
Dr. Pallavi Patel School of Health Sciences.......................................................... �Chad A. Perlyn, M.D., Ph.D., M.B.A., Dean,  

Executive Vice President and Chief Medical Officer,  
Executive Medical Director for NSU Health

Opening Remarks......................................................................................................... Harry K. Moon, M.D., FACS, FRCSEd

Introduction to Commencement Speaker............................................................ Harry K. Moon, M.D., FACS, FRCSEd 

Conferring of the Honorary Doctor of Humane Letters Degree................... Harry K. Moon, M.D., FACS, FRCSEd

Introduction of Commencement Speaker............................................................ Harry K. Moon, M.D., FACS, FRCSEd

Commencement Address........................................................................................... �Conor Delaney, M.D., M.Ch., Ph.D., FRCSI, FACS, FASCRS, FRCSI 
(Hon), President, Cleveland Clinic Florida Region

Presentation of Candidates for Degrees............................................................... �Ronald J. Chenail, Ph.D.

Conferral of Degrees.................................................................................................... Harry K. Moon, M.D., FACS, FRCSEd

Presentation of Oaths.................................................................................................. Wording is in the back of the program

	 Anesthesia................................................................................................................. Gregg Mastropolo, M.M.Sc., CAA

	 Physician Assistant................................................................................................. Diana Cherkiss, M.M.S., PA-C

Closing Remarks............................................................................................................ Ronald J. Chenail, Ph.D.

Dismissal of the Commencement............................................................................ �Grand Marshal 
��Jackie Hinckley, Ph.D., CCC-SLP, Dr. Kiran C. Patel College of  
Osteopathic Medicine’s Dr. Pallavi Patel School of  
Rehabilitative Sciences

Recessional

ORDER OF EXERCISES

Graduate Degrees from the 
Dr. Kiran C. Patel College of Allopathic Medicine’s 
Dr. Pallavi Patel School of Health Sciences 
(AA, except AA—Denver, and PA)

August 15, 2025, at 9:30 a.m.

Grand Marshal

Degree Candidates

Members of the Faculty

Members of the Board of Trustees

Distinguished Guests

University Officials

THE ACADEMIC PROCESSION
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2025C O M M E N C E M E N T
GRADUATE 

CANDIDATES 

DR. KIRAN C. PATEL 
COLLEGE OF 
ALLOPATHIC 
MEDICINE’S 
DR. PALLAVI PATEL 
SCHOOL OF 
HEALTH SCIENCES

MASTER OF SCIENCE 

Anesthesia
Victoria Russom Abraham
Madison Ireland Adkins
Winton L. Ake
Anastasia Aleksandrova
Tori Alfero**
Jasmine Marie Alvarez**
Sukruthi Arutla
Jonah Candido Barros*
Blake Bjornstad
Breanna Renae Brady
Callie Brokaw
Jacob Brown
Tyler B. Burton
Melissa Jacqueline Canales*
Kathleen Rose Marks Carpenter
Ernest Cline
Matthew Edward Conklin**
Caitlin Conneff
Ryan D. Cowart
Thalia De La Caridad Crespo Parron
Brockmon C. Cyphers
Rachel Anne DeBlasio**
Blondine Desarme*
Patrick Michael DeZego**

Tyler Burke Dobrindt**
Shannon Michelle Drobisch
Jonathan Dullen
Nolan Dyko
Anagha Harithasa Elati
Ashley Evans
Justin Evans
Cameron Lane Fisher
Jalen Emari Frett*
Rachel Gaitan*
Samantha Ghattas
Vladimir Grammont
Gregory Graves, Jr.
Michael Patrick Grenon III*
Laura T. Hall
Natalie Nicole Harris
Zaid Hanif Harris
Mackensie Hogan**
Kasey N. House
Ethan Ilagan
Burgess Mitchell Ingersoll
La’cher A. Ingraham
Madison O. Jasper
Alana Johnson
Madison Johnstone
Katherine Jones
Taylor Jordan
Dacie Lynn Judd
John Patrick Keating
Kayla Jean Klein
Poornma Kodwani
Carlos Fernando Lacayo*
Cindy Le
Elijah Y. Lee
Kevin K. Leong
Nicholas Levensailor**
Guillermina M. Lohfeldt
Pavan Makavana*
Valerie Aimee Martinez-Arias
Kara Caitlin McDonald

Carter Elizabeth McInnis
Kevin Sandeep Mehta
Melanie Carol Mims
Adrian Monteagudo*
Jasmine D. Moore*
Paula Moreno
Zachary Thomas Nash
Isabella Ava Navarro
Eman Youssef Newhart
Anh Nu Van Nguyen
Kolby Van Nguyen*
Linda Thi Nguyen
Nini Thi Nguyen**
Nicholette Nowak**
Erin O’Brien**
Elissa Nicole O’connor
Marcel I. Orellana
Karina Elizabeth Ortiz
Amber Nicole Palmer
Andrew Lehman Parks*
Darianne Perez
Andres C. Perlaza*
Seth W. Peterson
Justin Cole Rekieta
Adam Paul Robert
Nicole M. Sanchez*
Christian J. Schach
Taylor Schmitt
Taylor Jayne Schraub
Jordan Searcy
Nathan Shortridge, Jr.
Skylar Paige Simpson
Drew Harrison Snow
Noah Alexander Stapleton*
Gavin Tyler Stevens**
Ian Stone**
Sabrina A. Uddin
Hannah Elizabeth Vandress
Bhuvaneshwari Venkataramanan
Cassandra Joann War*

Jake Peter Welch
Ryan Welch
John Gerald West
Darrion Williams
Devin R. Wunder

MASTER OF  
MEDICAL SCIENCE
 
Physician Assistant
Samantha S. Aessa
Heather N. Allen*
Loendy Almirola
Noor Al-Saedi
Tyler Wayne Andrews
Serdjine Applyrs
Sana Arif
Vivian Aubel*
Stephanie Autore
Julia S. Babinec**
Kaitlyn Bailey
Alexandra Diane Baker**
Kendyl Baker*
Victoria Ann Banta**
Tochica Baptiste
Chase Baruch
Alyssa Lea Bates**
Jarrod W. Battles
Molly Baumel
Rebekah Belkin*
Nicole Andrea Bellonzi
Meghan Blickle**
Cole Parker Bradbury
Carina Branicki**
Gabrielle Laine Braunstein*
Ariell Alene Burrell*
Emily Canterbury*
Amber Paige Carden**
Kaylee Ann Carr**

THE STAR-SPANGLED BANNER

O! say can you see by the dawn’s early light,
What so proudly we hailed at the twilight’s last gleaming,
Whose broad stripes and bright stars through the perilous fight,
O’er the ramparts we watched, were so gallantly streaming?
And the rockets’ red glare, the bombs bursting in air,
Gave proof through the night that our flag was still there;
O! say does that star-spangled banner yet wave,
O’er the land of the free and the home of the brave?

NOVA SOUTHEASTERN UNIVERSITY ANTHEM

Hail Thee, Nova Southeastern!
Bright sun shining new;
Radiant star of our morning,
Ever rising, true;

	 May thy wisdom serve as our constant guide
	 and thy love a beacon strong,
	 as throughout the world we praise thy name
	 joining voice in grateful song:

Nova Southeastern, Alma Mater,
By thy light imbue,
Service, honor, loyalty,
‘til our days are through.

Love Thee, Gray and Blue!
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Evan Cassar
Jacqueline Marie Castillo*
Marcus Castillo**
Morgan M. Caudill**
Emily Cihonski
Eloisa R. Colpas*
Danielle Cooper
Hannah Lamar Cox*
Brianna Nicole Cozzolino***
Alexander Alfonso Craddock*
Joshua Crandall
Lindsey Dale**
Samuel Dang
Jared Alan DeCubellis
Marissa Rachel DelVesco
Cassidy Denk**
Nidhi Desai**
Amanda E. Docekal**
Michelle Dominguez*
Jack Donovan Doyle
Emily Lynn Edwards**
Ryleigh Rene Edwards**
Kaitlyn Eletto*
Thomas Chase Essick
Sean Faughnan
Christeena Fehling**
Cara Elizabeth Fenton*
Amanda Fentress
Gabrielle Nicole Fernandez*
Lemuel David Fernandez Tamayo*
Mayya Fishman
Brandon Scott Frangione**
Kaitlyn Mackenzie Frantz**
Anna Gantz**
Catalina Rae Garcia**
Robert Garcia**
Yasmeen Garib**
Allison Gauvey**
Sean Owen Gehring
Despina Giasemis**
Rebecca L. Gorman**
Marissa Macey Gosselin
Abigail Katelyn Greiwe**
Melanie Grey
Jennifer Nicole Guevara Andrade*
Meghan Haggerty**
Natalie Hampel**
Megan H. Handler
Alexandra S. Harbin**
Megan Holloway Harris**
Katelyn Hart*
Paige Ann Hart*
Hayley Devin Hartwell**
Lily Mason Heinold
Claire Lee Helm*
Samantha Hernandez**
Elijah Jeffrey Hiers**
Amy P. Hoagland
Troy J. Hogan**
Nikki Rae Householder**
Julie Anne Huber**
Emily Kay Hutchison
Brandon Isiah Irizarry

Mary Jacubec*
Djordje Jagodic
Jenna Brittany Jarvis**
Kaitlyn Rose Johnson**
Morgan Jones**
Eryn Kantner**
Holly Brooke Kappes**
Angelita Michelle Kaylor
Mark Ko*
Adam Kotula*
Cameron LaBelle Taylor
Ariel Yuan Tso Lan**
Nathaly Lapargada
Elizabeth A. Lasker**
Sharon Elizabeth Lauster*
Luciana Lavilaire*
Mark Aaron Lazariciu*
Thu H. Le**
Hannah LeCroy*
Brian Lee*
Caitlin Elizabeth Leen*
Jessica Leung
Julie C. London
Allison Romi Lopez*
Kimberly Ann Lubanski-Jacobs**
Laci J. Lusco**
Alanna Robin Lutchmansingh*
Sydnie Lee Lytle
Ashtyn Maccagnano**
Kathryn Machinchick**
Brandon Mackenzie
Megha Madala*
Jasmine E. Mahboob*
Ashley Nicole Martinesi
Lauren Therese Masterson**
Isabel Maria Maya
Gabrielle Francesca McCann**
Savana Megna
Olivia N. Mejia
Kenzie Renee Mente
Dhwani Modha
Zainab F. Mohammad**
Elizabeth Montero Valdes**
Sidney Moore**
Brooke Marygene Morgan**
Alexis Paige Morrison
Lital Nahmias*
Joshua Marcus Ordona Natividad
Freddi Alexa Newman*
Jenny Nguyen*
Thu-Minh Thi Nguyen**
Ashlyn Rose Ningard
Christina Noe**
Paige Madeline Noeth
Jocelyn Margaret Nole*
Monica Marcela Novoa
Taylor Armen O’Byrne
Nicholas Olgee
Jessica Oree**
Alexandra Ortegano
Vanessa Paneque*
Alyssa Anne Pappas
Chandni Patel*

Ishani Piyush Patel
Payal Patel**
Maya Dipak Patel
Dyuti Peddapuli**
Naomi Grace Pepper*
Vanessa M. Perez**
Kristen Ann Philip**
Marygrace Polsinelli*
Rachel Presti**
Suriah Breann Ramnarain*
Sabrina Ray**
Shayna Rae Real*
Jordan Rindner*
Anthony Riveron**
Jakob Wyllys Enrique Robertson*
Garrett Robinson*
Laura Mitchell Robinson*
Jefferson A. Rodrigues de Souza
Michelle Rodriguez Suarez
Athena Philomena Rossi**
Caitlin Olivia Rowell*
Lia Sagarese*
Bryan Saldarriaga
Blake Sarnowski
Riley Schwarz*
Lorraine Scott
Lauren A. Seedlock*
Kirra Irene Senne
Payal Vinay Shah
Sonali Shah**
Jada Shockley*
Jenna E. Shortridge*
Crystal Siblall*
Victoria Sidoti*
Catherine Barbara Slavik
Haley Ann Smaldone**
Olivia Stango
Lauren Stephens*
Timothy Stevens**
Angela Rose Stewart**
Gina M. Stogiera
Jillian Straub
Emily Christine Suero
Madison Swenson
Carly Ann Szot
Nimra Tariq*
Emily Deanna Tassin*
Lara E. Terkawi**
Tara Tofighi*
Eve Toombs**
Lexy Rose Trammell*
Erica Tran**
Uyen T. Tran
Van My Tran
Jacqueline Amanda Tsai
Bethrand Okafor Ugwu
Cody Graham Vagle
Aaron Van Keuren
Rina Margaret Vasilarakis
Loran A. Veith**
Claudia Vel*
Dillon Michael Walczak*
Emily Selest Walczak

Katie Walker**
Alexandra Weaver**
Devin Chase Wells
Sierra Nicole Wimer*
Emily Lin Wong
Connie Yan**
Dominic Zheng
Tiffany Zuleta

*Graduated with honors
**Graduated with highest honors



7

2025C O M M E N C E M E N T
GRADUATE 
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Processional.................................................................................................................... Crown Imperial by Walton

Presiding Officer............................................................................................................ �Harry K. Moon, M.D., FACS, FRCSEd,  
President and Chief Executive Officer

National Emblem March (Trio) by E. E. Bagley, arr. Cavanaugh

The Star-Spangled Banner by Key/Smith

Convening the Commencement

Grand Marshal................................................................................................................ �Jackie Hinckley, Ph.D., CCC-SLP, Dr. Kiran C. Patel College of  
Osteopathic Medicine’s Dr. Pallavi Patel School of  
Rehabilitative Sciences

Welcome and Introductions...................................................................................... �Ronald J. Chenail, Ph.D., Executive Vice President,  
Provost, and Chief Academic Officer

Dr. Kiran C. Patel College of Allopathic Medicine’s  
Dr. Pallavi Patel School of Health Sciences.......................................................... �Chad A. Perlyn, M.D., Ph.D., M.B.A., Dean,  

Executive Vice President and Chief Medical Officer,  
Executive Medical Director for NSU Health

Dr. Kiran C. Patel College of Osteopathic Medicine’s  
Dr. Pallavi Patel School of Rehabilitative Sciences............................................ Elaine M. Wallace, D.O., Ed.S., M.S.4, Dean and Professor

Ron and Kathy Assaf College of Nursing.............................................................. �Stefanie La Manna, Ph.D., M.P.H., A.P.R.N., FNP-C, AGACNP-BC,  
Dean and Associate Professor

Opening Remarks......................................................................................................... Harry K. Moon, M.D., FACS, FRCSEd

Conferral of Honorary Doctor of Humane Letters Degree.............................. Harry K. Moon, M.D., FACS, FRCSEd

Introduction of Commencement Speaker............................................................ Harry K. Moon, M.D., FACS, FRCSEd

Commencement Address........................................................................................... �Christopher M. Caddy, B.Sc., M.B., Ch.B., FRCS,  
Ed(Plast), FCS(SA)

Presentation of Candidates for Degrees............................................................... �Ronald J. Chenail, Ph.D.

Conferral of Degrees.................................................................................................... Harry K. Moon, M.D., FACS, FRCSEd

Presentation of Oaths.................................................................................................. Wording is in the back of the program

	 Occupational Therapy............................................................................................ Linda Frasier, O.T.D., OTR/L, CLT, CAPS, CEAS, SHSS

Closing Remarks............................................................................................................ Ronald J. Chenail, Ph.D.

Dismissal of the Commencement............................................................................ �Grand Marshal 
Jackie Hinckley, Ph.D., CCC-SLP, Dr. Kiran C. Patel College of  
Osteopathic Medicine’s Dr. Pallavi Patel School of  
Rehabilitative Sciences

Recessional

ORDER OF EXERCISES

Graduate Degrees from the 
Dr. Kiran C. Patel College of Allopathic Medicine’s  
Dr. Pallavi Patel School of Health Sciences (Health Science)
Dr. Kiran C. Patel College of Osteopathic Medicine’s 
Dr. Pallavi Patel School of Rehabilitative Sciences 
(OT and SLP)
Ron and Kathy Assaf College of Nursing

August 15, 2025, at 3:00 p.m.

Grand Marshal

Degree Candidates

Members of the Faculty

Members of the Board of Trustees

Distinguished Guests

University Officials

THE ACADEMIC PROCESSION
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2025C O M M E N C E M E N T
GRADUATE 

CANDIDATES 
DR. KIRAN C. PATEL 
COLLEGE OF 
ALLOPATHIC 
MEDICINE’S  
DR. PALLAVI PATEL 
SCHOOL OF 
HEALTH SCIENCES

DOCTOR OF PHILOSOPHY

Health Science 
Natalia G. Coletti
Eric M. Hertenstein
Vaishali Patel
LuBeth Perez
Korrine C. Rodrigue
Marina Shabalow
Phillip Todd Smith
Sarah Elizabeth Stelljes

DOCTOR OF HEALTH SCIENCE
Nakaycia Brewton
Petria C. Brown
Sarima Faith Chinda
Anibal Jose Diaz-Panchuelo
Ngoc Duong
Charles Andrew Ezell, Jr.
Oscar F. Gonzalez
Andrea Guardado
Michael Christopher Hill
Dayana Jean
Antonia Racquel Johnson
Tiffany Johnson
Ebony Ivory Kelley-Moss
Holly Lynn Koroleski

Elizabeth Lambert
Jamilet Lizardo Medina
Myka Vanae Matthews
Alyshia Carmel McAllister
Carmen Miranda Mitchell
Angela N. Mott
Paul Mukai
Layla Nasr
Laura M. Pacheco-Spann
Ryan Persaud
Alexandra C. Preston
Justine L. Price
Victoria Ramos
Kristin Danielle Rice
Liz Rodriguez
Micaela Ann Ruiz
Giovanna Marcia Sanguinetti
Timbria Polk Schmieder
Christopher Tatem
Jonathan Teter
Troniese Mikieya Ware

MASTER OF HEALTH SCIENCE
Alexander Aguirre
Alexander I. Alegria Jimenez
Meftah Jamal Alhotba, Sr.**
Carolina Arce
Vera Bakurova
Chester Danilo Borge
Tekara Arielle Capron
Kisha A. Cherfils
Michelle Marie Cilli
Ednise Davilien
Andrea Maria De Armas
Melanie Diaz
Ashley Anne Dobranski
Frida Dorvil
Bryan Duran
Sarah Jose Ferrufino
Neyelin Figueroa Camacho

Alejandro Garcia
Dominic Luis Garcia
Jocelyn Garcia
Imaan Ghazali
Johana Gomez
Gabriella Del Rosario Gonzalez
Mahasha Greffin
Kimberly Gutierrez
Khalid J. Hamdan
Melissa Alexandria Hidalgo
Rosana Jean Jacques
Hellen Maria Jimenez
Andy Julca
Lauren Gabrielle Kaufman
Abigael Laguerre
Rayna L. Lapompe*
Joyce Marianne Louis
Tracey-Ann K. Matthie
Krista N. Meraz-Villeda
Nicole Miller
Adrian Moreno
Natalia Andrea Moya*
Jessica Munoz
Moesha Naissance
Nehemie Noel**
Valerie Paz
Ashley M. Perez
Sheila Del Carmen Perez
Kyloni Randolph
Peter Jhon Reinoso
Angela I. Rivera Rodriguez
Shaquira Robles*
Sean M. Sayegh
Anna Victoria Sosa
Elke Sussman
Viktoriya Taran
Ana Maria R. Thober
Natalie Tomasek
Eydan Derek Torres
Melanie Trujillo
Christine L. Woody**
Arlen V. Zeledon

DR. KIRAN C. PATEL 
COLLEGE OF 
OSTEOPATHIC 
MEDICINE’S 
DR. PALLAVI PATEL 
SCHOOL OF 
REHABILITATIVE 
SCIENCES

DOCTOR OF PHILOSOPHY

Occupational Therapy
Gretchen Lynn Bachman
Caroline Ann Beals
David Bise
Stefanie C. Bodison
Teddie Suzanne Buchner
Jill Marie Cancio
Anastasia Raquel Martinez
Melissa Jane Sevestre

DOCTOR OF  
OCCUPATIONAL THERAPY
Lydia Armand
Angelina Avanesova*
Sofia M. Berroa*
Morgan R. Breen
Jenna M. Breseman*
Kelly M. Briant**
Sophie Rose DeAnnuntis**
Jane L. Donat**
Cedrica Michelle Durham
Carrie Feltingoff*
Hanna K. Forero*
Ashley K. Fowler

THE STAR-SPANGLED BANNER

O! say can you see by the dawn’s early light,
What so proudly we hailed at the twilight’s last gleaming,
Whose broad stripes and bright stars through the perilous fight,
O’er the ramparts we watched, were so gallantly streaming?
And the rockets’ red glare, the bombs bursting in air,
Gave proof through the night that our flag was still there;
O! say does that star-spangled banner yet wave,
O’er the land of the free and the home of the brave?

NOVA SOUTHEASTERN UNIVERSITY ANTHEM

Hail Thee, Nova Southeastern!
Bright sun shining new;
Radiant star of our morning,
Ever rising, true;

	 May thy wisdom serve as our constant guide
	 and thy love a beacon strong,
	 as throughout the world we praise thy name
	 joining voice in grateful song:

Nova Southeastern, Alma Mater,
By thy light imbue,
Service, honor, loyalty,
‘til our days are through.

Love Thee, Gray and Blue!
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Jailine Gonzalez*
Hannah Maya Gottlieb**
Katelyn Rose Gullatt
Bianca Nicole Haddock
Tiesha N. Henley
Siulin Lara
Luis G. Lares*
Danyl Wana N. Litumbe, Jr.
Heather Locasha
Anne Kristine Lyles**
Kyrah Nishae Maduro*
Dayeli Magana
Claire Mizen-Halperin*
Ariana D. Ortiz*
Julia L. Otoski**
Mike D. Palou-Morales
Lanoris D. Parker, Jr.
Adriana Perez
Matthew Pinckney
Riley Jillian Pullen**
Katsia B. Renaud**
McKinley Dael Rivas**
Gayle Farrah Steiner Ross
Nevaria Rumery**
Nicole Sarah Schwam
Alexis Smich**
Jamie L. Spangler**
Dylan Carey Spruill*
Julianne M. Sta.Ana*
Carolyne Teixeira
Victoria B. Toney*

DOCTOR OF  
SPEECH-LANGUAGE  
PATHOLOGY
Dalia Y. Avezbadalov**
Cynthia G. Boyd**
Margaret D. Frazier**
Lourdes Maria Gomez-Luaces**
Lois Jackson**
Mel Martinez Maberry*
Kristen Johnson Monroe**
Ashley Giselle Ramos-Guasp**
Lamoy Angelique  
	 Stephens-Freeman**

MASTER OF SCIENCE

Speech-Language Pathology
Sedem Adjewoda
Destiny Piniero Aguirre*
Amina Alam*
Esther Alter
Sabrina Eileen Alvaranga**
Michelle Ann Amesquita-Garcia*
Gila Bartfield*
Gabriela Blanco*
Megan Leanne Ila Boddiger**
Keilee L. Brown*
Mikayla Sue Castillo
Arooba Chaudhry**
Haim Cherem

MacKenzie Hanna Craig**
Teresa Cutillo*
Page Cameron Dabbs*
Eden Dahan
Rachel Dever**
Miriam Diamond**
Haley M. Duffy
Emily Elizabeth Edelstein
Racha Eid
Joscaleyn Quierra Elliott**
Emily Feraco*
Brianna Monique Figueroa*
Hallye Leigh Fink
Aubrey Fisher
Kutaria S. Floyd
Bianca Franco-Zendejas
Kimberly Frank**
Breanna Gabaldon*
Devora Gelley*
Yael Gerber*
Benjamin Armand Gonzalez
Gillian Gould**
Bailey Collier Greaves**
Brandon Omar Guevara**
Andrea Bianca Hackworth*
Esther Hastings**
Madison Lee Hoback
Rebecca Noel Hodo
Heather Leigh Holland
Keirstyn Blakley Holland
Tariah Hunt-Gilmore**
Olivia Nichole Hutchcraft
Dajahna A. Jackson
Brooke Faron Bentley Johnson**
Porsche Nicole Johnson
Kyla Tishea’ Jones-Lauder
Kristyn Marie Jorgensen*
Elisabeth Joseph
Sarah Leah Katz*
Melissa Eleanor Kean**
Baylea Ann Kimbel**
Lauren Johnson King*
Samantha Klopman
Kayla Naje Knight**
Taylor Koos
Hayley Nicole Lammers**
Lauren Jessica Landmark*
Hanna Elizabeth Lawlor*
Vi Le**
Sabrina Leal*
Nicole LeGar
Konnor Lemons*
Rachel Jordyn Levy
Shavon Christine Lewis**
Tiana Lewis*
Yasmyn Marie Lopez-Tompkins**
Jessica Lush**
Bridget Belle Mansour**
Kelsey Stone Martin
Caprise L. Martinez**
Melody Shaunna McAfee*
Molly McCord**
Michael S. Meza

Elizabeth Aurora Millares**
Alicia M. Mishler*
Alexa Rae Mominey*
Antonice L. Morin**
Jennifer Rose O’Brien*
Ashley Olguin
Daniella Ospina Munoz**
Veronica Esther Padron**
Rebecca Pavel
Meri Petrosyan
Cameron Pike
Brilyn Amanda Plancarte**
Victoria Jane Ransone*
Brianna M. Ras
Morgan McKenzie Richardson
Erica Rodriguez*
Maritza Romero-Ramon**
Cheyenne Scarborough**
Claudia Shaffer**
Danielle Simone Sinquefield*
Victoria Rose Sorensen
Lavanya Srivasa Vasurangan*
Carolyn St. Vincent**
Taylor Stewart
Gabrielle Rose Stone*
Sophia Ann Susarchick*
Aaliyah Jasmin Asad Swart*
Sydni Lauren Elena Sykes**
Marissa Torres
Regina Nicole Turiace*
Annaliza Paraiso Valtier
Rylee Michelle Vogt*
Katelyn Walker
Alexis West*
Taylor Marie Wolfe
Lynnsie Wood
Rosario Woodfin
Tristan Workman
Hannah H. Zaldivar
Isabella M. Zazueta**
Jacob Daniel Zieger**

RON AND KATHY 
ASSAF COLLEGE  
OF NURSING

DOCTOR OF PHILOSOPHY 

Nursing
Clarissa Frances Afable**
M. Gueldye Beaubrun
Kristy Philip Ludy**
Shelly Ann Simone Mason*
Cristina Sandu**
Wan Chian Tsai**

DOCTOR OF 
NURSING PRACTICE 
Keronne Alexis**
Dinah Rose B. Clemente**
Dimeka DeShaun Darville**
Hosanna M. Farinas**
Haydee Garcia
Stacy Latoya Harvey**
Sheircreasir Vernell Jensen**
Kellie-Ann J. Kerr**
Thia T. Lewis-Hazel**
Ruthlande Nore**
Anabel Ruiz**

MASTER OF SCIENCE 
IN NURSING 

Advanced Practice  
Registered Nurse 
Claudia Albalate**
Richard Frank Alvarez**
Lorena Andion Garcia**
Madelyn Argenta**
John Aziz**
Silia Batista*
Antuan Benitez**
Tayler Bentley**
Valeria Blanco
Rosie V. Dam**
Elliana Delemo*
Fritzner Desty*
Cara Dudiak**
Marjorie Marie Edwards*
Nelson Escalona
Michelle R. Ferrer**
Victoria Fiedler**
Yvette Monique Fletcher**
Christina Miata Freeman*
Antonio Gabriel Neto*
Catherine Gener**
Dayanis Ginarte Ferreiro*
Leora Gold**
Brittany Gonser*
Dania Gonzalez*
Weston Harvey**
Maria Henry
Alexa Huggett*
Ivana Ignjatic**
Maddisen Kate Irish
Katerina Maria Jonusas**
Chelsea Lang**
Dina Lerer**
Kimone Levy**
Andres M. Luque*
Kimberly Derise Major*
Jose Mantilla
Adriana Martinez**
Priscilla Matos**
Tiffany Nicole McDonald
Kaylee Mercado**
Kimberly Minott
Jovana Misic**
Lizbeth B. Molina*
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Brittany Museaux
Bao D. Nguyen*
Giulianna Norona**
Haydee Liz Otero**
Alexandra Maria Palau**
Shawna Pardo**
Kaci Parker*
Melissa Patterson**
Jo-Andra Payne*
Nicole Moreno Perez**
Lisyen Perez Machin**
Alexis Pierce**
Eduardo Ramirez**
Gustavo P. Ramirez**
John D. Ramirez, Jr.**
Devin Mary Roach**
Kate Alexandra Robbins*
Thalia Fernanda Rodriguez
Maribel Rosario
Courtney Marie Roy*
Leani Rumpf**
Christine Claudia Rutayisire**
Susana Carolina Salgado**
Stephanie San Jorge*
Andrew C. Sarli**
Marie Senatus
Beatriz Shelton
Natali Sikole*
Elizabeth Sim*
Lydia Singleton**
Natalee Alesha Smith*
Rachel Anne Suastegui**
Millisa Subrayan II
Lydia Super*
Phuong Vy Vu Tran
Noralvis Trujillo Rambla*
Abigail Turner**
Ileana Vickers**
Amy Marie Wiley**
Nicole A. Williams*
James Allan Wyle**
Pablo Enrique Zorrilla Coyante**
Vanessa R. Zumarraga*

Nursing
Travicia Ann-Toni Lee-Ann  
	 Patresha Brown
Marjani Claire Chamblain**
Ronald Sebastian Dieppa
Rarith Eapen
Valentina Oldano Santanilla**
Tiffany Richelle Soto**
Celine Louise Lotuaco Ulangkaya
William Works**

*Graduated with honors
**Graduated with highest honors
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AUGUST 15, 2025 
MORNING CEREMONY

CONOR DELANEY, M.CH., PH.D., FRCSI, FACS, FASCRS, FRCSI (HON), 
is a distinguished leader in medicine, innovation, and global health 
who currently serves as president of the Cleveland Clinic Florida 
Region, where his leadership shapes the future of healthcare delivery 
and innovation. Prior to this role, he chaired the Digestive Disease and 
Surgery Institute, advancing surgical excellence and patient care on a 
global scale.

Delaney has held presidencies in several prestigious organizations, 
including the American Society of Colon and Rectal Surgeons, the 
International Society of Laparoscopic Colorectal Surgery, and the 
Midwest Surgical Association. His commitment to advancing surgical 
education and healthcare innovation is further reflected in his role 
as the Robert and Suzanne Tomsich Distinguished Chair in 
Healthcare Innovation.

A prolific scholar and educator, Delaney has delivered more than 470 
invited lectures around the world. He has also authored 17 books 
and published more than 420 scientific manuscripts. His work has 
transformed the fields of colorectal surgery, laparoscopic techniques, 
and perioperative care, and his influence extends across continents 
and generations of medical professionals.

Delaney’s career is a testament to the power of knowledge, 
compassion, and leadership in service to humanity.

AUGUST 15, 2025  
AFTERNOON CEREMONY

CHRISTOPHER M. CADDY, B.SC., M.B., CH.B., FRCS, ED(PLAST), 
FCS(SA)’s career spans plastic, reconstructive, and aesthetic surgery, 
with advanced training across four continents. This global exposure 
to diverse educational systems and healthcare models shaped his 
development as a clinician, educator, researcher, and leader. His 
professional journey has been defined by a commitment to excellence 
in service delivery, academic mentorship, and transformational 
leadership. He paved the way for others, fostering an environment 
where creativity, innovation, and purpose flourish.

Appointed as a scholar-in-residence at Nova Southeastern University—
the first under President Harry K. Moon’s administration—Caddy will 
help to encourage introspection and multidisciplinary decision-making, 
urging each of us to “always let your conscience be your guide.” 

He will play a strategic role in cultivating intellectual discourse, 
driving institutional innovation, and expanding leadership capacity 
across the university. Caddy’s focus will be on strengthening NSU’s 
global presence and academic influence through thought leadership, 
collaborative networks, and active participation in national and 
international conferences.

DISTINGUISHED HONOREES

Commencement Speakers

GRADUATE
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OCCUPATIONAL THERAPY OATH

In accepting the privileges and rights afforded by this degree,  
I accept the following responsibilities inherent in my 
commitments to my practice, my profession, and society.  
I hereby pledge to the following:

I will hold my knowledge in trust for the good of those whom  
I serve. 

I will endeavor to keep both the profession and the occupational 
needs of the clients and communities I serve foremost in my 
thoughts and actions.

I will deliver occupational therapy services that demonstrate 
excellence at all levels of care while valuing and honoring 
diversity and respecting others as equals.

I will advocate for needed services and the rights of clients, their 
caregivers, and communities to support needed services and 
the rights of clients to live life to their fullest, regardless of the 
constraints I may face.

I will strive to always act in a manner that is consistent with the 
philosophical base and values of the profession by upholding 
the occupational therapy Code of Ethics, abiding with those in 
need of care, even in the face of personal risk, and upholding the 
dignity of all human beings, regardless of their condition. 

I will model and foster leadership and facilitate spiritual, personal, 
and professional growth for myself, my profession, and others. 

I will uphold the ethical and moral standards of Nova 
Southeastern University by being committed to building a global 
human community of justice, respect, and mutual concern 
through scholarship, lifelong learning, and competency.

OATHS

ANESTHESIA OATH

I hereby solemnly swear in the presence of all assembled today 
to carry out, to the best of my abilities, the following oath: 

I will strive to reduce the suffering of my patients at all times 
and never will I use my skills to knowingly cause injury or for 
any wrongdoing. 

I will treat all patients with equal energy and respect for their 
diversity while safeguarding their privacy and honoring their 
right of autonomy.

I will work to be an exemplary ambassador of the 
anesthesiologist assistant profession and will always work to 
strengthen its place in the healthcare team. 
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OATHS

PHYSICIAN ASSISTANT OATH

I pledge to perform the following duties with honesty  
and dedication:

I will hold as my primary responsibility the health, safety, 
welfare, and dignity of all human beings. 

I will uphold the tenets of patient autonomy, beneficence, 
nonmaleficence, and justice. 

I will recognize and promote the value of diversity.

I will treat equally all persons who seek my care. 

I will hold in confidence the information shared in the course of 
practicing medicine.

I will assess my personal capabilities and limitations, striving 
always to improve my medical practice. 

I will actively seek to expand my knowledge and skills, keeping 
abreast of advances in medicine.

I will work with other members of the healthcare team to 
provide compassionate and effective care of patients.

I will use my knowledge and experience to contribute to an 
improved community. 

l will respect my professional relationship with the physician. 

I will share and expand knowledge within the profession.

These duties are pledged with sincerity and upon my honor.
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AUTOGRAPHS

NOVA SOUTHEASTERN UNIVERSITY ANTHEM: Words and Music by Mark J. Cavanaugh © 2010 Marx Music, Inc. 
All rights reserved. Reprinted, with permission, by arrangement with Adorno Music (ASCAP). The unauthorized 
copying or use of this work, in whole or in part, is illegal.
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Ceremonial garments worn at academic 
functions take their meaning from the original 
centers of learning of the western world in 
the church of the Middle Ages. Caps, hoods, 
and gowns of the early students and monks 
have been held through the centuries to be 
traditionally symbolic of the scholarly devotion 
so basic to education and to the deliberate and 
orderly evolution of knowledge.

The introduction of classical studies, the 
gradual rise of the great universities across 
Europe, and the ever-increasing awareness 
of the decisive role of education in the entire 
development of civilization influenced leaders 
among academicians in their desire for a 
singular identity. In the attempt to create this 
differentiation, educators fell upon the medieval 
system of classic heraldry, whereby the coat 
of arms, assorted ornamental trappings, and 
patterns of colorful design had been adopted to 
denote the distinctive character of designated 
chivalric orders. The function of a pedagogical 
heraldry became, then, simply identification. As 
such, measures were taken to signify through 
distinctive markings on the academicians’ attire 
the institution that had granted the degree, 
the field of learning in which the degree had 
been earned, and the level of the degree, e.g., 
bachelor’s, master’s, or doctorate.

Of the three pieces of academic attire—the 
cap, the gown, and the hood—it is the hood 
that offers the most abundant and most readily 
discernible information about its owner. The 
inner lining of the hood identifies the institution 
at which the individual earned the degree. 
Some schools have adopted two-color patterns 
and introduced chevrons and bars in various 
designs to set themselves apart from other 
institutions. The velvet trim bordering the hood 
indicates the major field of learning, or faculty, 
in which the degree has been earned. The list 
at the conclusion of this section will explain 
this relationship. A final feature of the hood 
concerns its length and width and distinguishes 
further between holders of bachelor’s, master’s, 
and doctoral degrees. The length of the hood 
for the bachelor’s degree is three feet, closed 
at the bottom, and with a velvet border of 
two inches. At Nova Southeastern University, 
however, individuals receiving a bachelor’s 
degree do not wear a hood. A master’s degree 
holder has a hood three and one-half feet in 
length with a three-inch wide border, and  
the hood is slit at the bottom. Those individuals 
with a doctoral degree wear a hood four  
feet in length, open at the bottom, with a  
five-inch border. 

The cut of the gown also aids in differentiating 
between the three levels of degrees. The 
bachelor’s gown is relatively simple and falls 

in straight lines from an elaborate yoke. It 
may be recognized most readily by the long, 
pointed sleeves. The master’s degree gown is 
somewhat fuller and bears no adornment. The 
sleeves are oblong in shape and open at the 
wrist, with the rear part of the oblong square 
cut while the front edge has a cutaway arc. The 
doctoral gown is more elaborate, with velvet 
panels down the front and around the neck of 
the garment. The sleeves are bell-shaped at the 
end and have three bars of the same material as 
the front panels at the upper portion of the arm. 
It is cut rather fully and may be ornamental  
in color.

The mortarboard or Oxford-type cap has been 
adopted throughout most universities in the 
United States, although tams have become 
increasingly fashionable to denote holders of 
the doctoral degree. Colored tassels are usually 
worn by holders of the bachelor’s and master’s 
degrees. These denote the field of learning.

The color, indeed, the flamboyance, of 
academic dress undoubtedly adds to the 
sense of occasion at academic ceremonies. 
But as its historical roots show, it has a much 
deeper significance. It is an outward sign of 
the universality of universities, and of their 
responsibility for certain timeless values 

essential to the freedom of inquiry: tolerance 
of alternative views and courage in maintaining 
one’s own tirelessness in the pursuit of truth 
and the free exchange of knowledge. Its 
wearing marks also the responsibility of the 
new graduate to maintain and uphold these 
ideals. These fundamentals of academic 
freedom have not been threatened in this 
country for more than 200 years, but the 
importance attached to the donning of 
traditional academic dress was underlined 
in recent years by scholars from Central and 
Eastern Europe; during the Cold War, their 
use of academic robes became a symbol of 
their refusal to be dominated completely by 
political forces and the state, and symbolized 
their persistent links to the worldwide 
community of scholars. Thus, the wearing of 
academic dress should be seen not simply as 
a sign of achievement, but as a symbol of the 
responsibility that falls on all members  
of universities.

HONORS

Students wear cords, pins, sashes, and 
medallions that reflect institutional and  
national academic honors, as well as campus 
leadership, service, and engagement.

COLOR OF HOODS

The colors found on the hoods worn in the academic procession represent the 
candidate’s discipline of study.

Arts, Letters, Humanities............................................................................White
Accounting, Business...................................................................................Drab
Biomedical Sciences....................................................................................Gold
Clinical Vision Research..............................................................................Aqua
Dentistry..........................................................................................................Lilac
Developmental Disabilities........................................................................Citron
Education.........................................................................................................Light Blue
Law....................................................................................................................Purple
Medicine...........................................................................................................Kelly Green
Music.................................................................................................................Pink
Nursing.............................................................................................................Apricot
Occupational Therapy.................................................................................Rhodes Blue
Optometry.......................................................................................................Mint Green
Oratory (Speech)..........................................................................................Silver Gray
Pharmacy.........................................................................................................Olive Green
Philosophy, Political Science.....................................................................Dark Blue
Public Administration, Human Services,  
Physical Therapy, and Criminal Justice.................................................Peacock
Public Health..................................................................................................Salmon
Science.............................................................................................................Bright Yellow
Sports Science...............................................................................................Sage Green

ACADEMIC ATTIRE
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